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INTRODUCTION

This is a truly fascinating story.  Abraham was a man with obvious limitations in that he was one of a very few people who had anything of a relationship with the living God.  He had no books to read, and few people who could encourage him when the going got tough.  But, somehow he heard from the Lord, and often his response was a good one.  He had received some wonderful miracles in his life, including the birth of his son Isaac.  

Now he is to be tested.  I trust that his story will encourage and inspire us to a greater knowledge of God and a deeper relationship with Him.

And it came to pass 

This is a true story.  We have the great advantage of knowing it as historical fact.  We know the end of the story.  But Abraham had to act by faith and obedience to God.  He knew things would work to his advantage because he believed God.  But many of us would not have been so resolute.  We would have hesitated in obeying the voice of the Lord because what the Lord was asking for seemed so contrary to the way the Lord had blessed Abraham previously.

But a test is a test.  Abraham has experienced God’s blessing before and also knows the grace of God and the peace of God.  He knows that whatever the Lord is asking for will ultimately turn to Abraham’s favour and God’s glory.  We need to remember this: There is nothing that the Lord can ask us for which will leave us as lesser people.  He will always give us something better.  There really is no such thing as the ultimate sacrifice when it comes to doing what the Lord is instructing us to do.  
after these things, 

God had done some wonderful things in the life of Abraham.  He has shown Himself to be gloriously faithful to the promises He had made.  Abraham and Sarah had received the blessing of a son, Isaac, in their old age.  And the boy had grown into being a fine young man.  Surely the promises God had made concerning the young man were going to come to pass.  
that God did tempt Abraham, 

Not a good rendering of the actual Hebrew.  God does not and never will tempt us.  Temptation is always a satanic thing.  God, however, will test us.  He will not test us unfairly, but according to the things He has already been teaching us.  It would be unfair to test us on curriculum which we have not studied.  You do not go into a geography examination and receive questions on mathematics.  
The Lord will also not test us concerning sin, He tests us concerning the things of faith.

The Lord had been showing Abraham certain things and now he would be tested on the strength of his belief in the covenant the Lord had made with him. 
and said unto him, 

God spoke.  Abraham was not living by what he felt, but by what he heard.  We need to heed the words of Jesus.. “(man) lives by the words which are proceeding from the mouth of God.”  Many people say they are acting by faith when God has not yet spoken.  That is not faith it is presumption.  In that case we are asking God to bless our ideas and our actions.  (And sometimes in His great mercy He blesses our ideas and actions!) Until God speaks concerning the specific issue we should not do anything difficult or controversial.  Obviously the Lord has already spoken concerning general things and we are to be obedient what He said.  

Abraham: 

God, Himself, was calling Abraham, “Father of many nations”.  He believed the promise he had given him.  So, He reminds His man that the covenantal promise is still in effect even though He is about to ask Abraham to do something which on the surface looks as if it will hinder the coming to pass of that promise.

and he said, Behold, here  I am. 

Abraham’s response was, “Take a look, I am available to you.”  He was saying, “Whatever you want from me, I am ready to give it.”  He was surrendering himself to the will of the Lord although at the time he did not know what it was.

And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac

But, didn’t Abraham have another son, Ishmael?  Well, without being too ridiculous we need to see that actually it was ABRAM who fathered Ishmael.  It was Abraham who had fathered the son of promise, Isaac.  Abram had been through a change in his life which was a little like our experience of being born again.  Up until God changed his name, Abram had found it difficult to be totally obedient.  He had tried quite hard, but seemed to fall short:

When told to leave his family and go to the land the Lord would lead him to, Abram had let them stay with him until his father, Terah, died.  

When told to go into the land of promise he had obeyed, but when famine came he left Canaan and went into Egypt without any recourse to what the Lord wanted.

When told that he would have a son, he tried to help out the Lord by getting together with Hagar and she gave birth to Ishmael.

Even when the Lord was cutting the covenant with Abram, he had sought to help the Lord out so much so that the Lord put him into a deep sleep so as to stop him from interfering.

But when the Lord exchanged names with Abram and made him to become Abraham a transformation took place.  Abraham and Sarah believed God and it was reckoned unto them as righteousness.  Nine months later the baby was born.

whom thou lovest, 

Isaac, the son of promise, and as far as Abraham is concerned the son of his old age.  This was truly a test.  Was Isaac owned by Abraham, or does he recognize that he did, in fact, belong to the Lord, Himself?
and get thee into the land of Moriah; 

This is almost definitely Jerusalem, the same place where later David built an altar of sacrifice at Araunah’s threshing floor, and later to be the site where Jesus was crucified.  David was the legal owner of the mountain because he had paid Araunah a fair price for it.  David would not make a sacrifice with something which had cost him nothing.  As David’s direct and legal descendant that means Jesus should have inherited the place.  He was actually murdered on his own property!

Of course, Abraham knew nothing of any of that.  He did not know that this would be the centre of so much of significance which would take place in human history.
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

This seems a strange request because it was one of the things which the Lord seemed to be so against.  It was later a practice which heathen people carried out which the Lord totally condemned.  However, we need to be aware that the Lord never intended to see the thing carried out; He was looking to see the obedience of Abraham.

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, 

Abraham actually had no problem obeying the Lord’s command.  He was not hesitant at all, although it appears that he had not shared anything with Sarah or anybody else.  This was wise because they might have tried to persuade him that he should not do what the Lord had instructed.  
Abraham was fully expecting to do the deed.  But he was also expecting God to raise Isaac from the dead: “By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.” Hebrews 11:17-19
and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, 

A constant reminder of the relationship between Abraham and Isaac.  And we can imagine the scene as early in the morning the old man cuts and prepares the wood which would be the pyre on which his son’s body would be burned.  It makes me wonder about the particular tree which was used for the crucifixion of Jesus.  An ordinary tree, perhaps, but it had taken years to grow.  The father had been witness to it as it grew to be seat of execution for His only Son.
and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him. 

And rose up = changed his position.  Obeying God’s will for your life will always require a change of position, both in the way you think, and sometimes in your geographical location.  Often that change of position will be permanent.  Abraham would certainly never be the same again after what he was about to experience.
Then on the third day

Ah!  The third day.  There is something very significant about the third day.  For three days Isaac had been dead in Abraham’s mind.  He actually believed that he was about to do the deed.  But today would not be the day of death, but of resurrection.

Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 

What did he see?  The mountain where he would make his greatest offering to the Lord.  He was not aware that he was looking upon the place which would one day see the most significant event in human history.
And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, 

Worship and sacrifice are always synonymous.  When we worship God we are making a sacrifice because we could be doing something else.  Worship has to focus on the Lord.. not on the music or the worship leader.  It is nothing to do with how we feel about it, but how He feels about it.  And worship is not just music and singing.  Whilst that is extremely important it is only a part of worship.  Every act of faith, every act of obedience is worship.  When we obey God we are saying that He is “worth it”.
and come again to you. 

What faith!  Abraham believed that Isaac would die and be raised from the dead.  Nobody else knew the importance of this statement of faith, but Abraham had no doubts.  He was not afraid.  He was not sad.  He was excited to see how God would do the wonderful miracle of raising his son from the dead.  
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; 

Isaac is a type of Christ.  He carries the material for his own sacrifice as the Lord Jesus carried His own cross.

and they went both of them together. 

Abraham knew what was about to happen.  Isaac was clueless.

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am  I, my son.

The very statement, “My father” is enough to make you weep.  The young man addressed Abraham with one of the most honourable titles a man can receive.  And Abraham replied with the poignant, “My son.”
And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 

Isaac did not yet know what was in store.  He would have been confused by his father’s actions, but he is not questioning from a position of rebellion.  We know this because when the time came he was totally obedient when it would have been very easy to run away from the old man.

And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: 

And Abraham saw something of the future.  Jesus said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day:” (John 8:56).  Abraham was not making it up as he went along.  He was prophesying.  And what’s more he was prophesying on the strength of a vision he is seeing.  Abraham is looking down through the centuries to come and although he does not understand it he sees that God will provide Himself as a Lamb.  The perfect Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world.  Even as he is about to do such a dreadful deed, Abraham probably had a skip in his step and a smile on his face as he saw that God would do enough for the redemption of the human race.  
so they went both of them together. 
God is in the picture so for the time being Isaac is content.  

And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, 
Abraham had begun to worship the moment he left home in obedience to the call of God.  Now he begins to prepare for an act of worship.  Worship requires us to place the most precious things into God’s hands.  That is why we offer him our earnings.  He, of course, is no man’s debtor and anything we give to him is multiplied back to us.  Thus with Abraham: He places his most precious thing on the altar for the Lord and receives back, not only that which he has given to God, but six more sons through his wife Keturah, and all those who will live by faith as his spiritual sons.

and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 
The crux of the matter.  Isaac obeys his father!!  This is no mere boy blindly obeying the command of a father who is to be feared.  Isaac was not a boy as we so often were taught in Sunday school.  He was a grown man.  An adult.  He was probably thirty-three years old.

This young man had believed the teaching his father had given him for the last thirty years or so.  Abraham had told Isaac that through him would come a great nation.  And the young man believes him even at this critical point.  Not only does Abraham believe that Isaac will rise from the dead; Isaac also believes that he would rise from the dead.  And so he submits himself to the will of his father, because he knows that his father has submitted himself to the will of God.  I can imagine Isaac saying, “Do it quickly father, but don’t go too far away because I will come around from behind the bush and we will go on our way together.”  Isaac was also a man of consummate faith.  To be Abraham about to do the deed is one thing.  But to meekly surrender to the knife as Isaac was about to do was something else.  It is so typical of the surrender of Jesus to the will of His Father at the Cross of Calvary.
And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 
Two thousand years later God the Father would stretch out His hand and offer His Son a cup of suffering.  And they would do it for the joy set before them.  (see Hebrews 12:2  “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”) At the last supper Jesus rejoiced in what He was about to do.  He even sang and danced, as was the custom in a Passover meal.  The last song of the Passover meal is Psalm 118. It is amazing to consider that Jesus sang, “This is the day which the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  Jesus and the Father rejoicing in the great day they had made:  The day of our salvation.  The joy would be you and me would be in His kingdom and part of His family.

And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: 
Whenever God wants to catch someone’s attention in the bible we see him say their name twice.  The Lord Jesus did it when Martha was in full flow accusing her sister of lack of care.  He also stopped Peter in his tracks when he was blustering on about how loyal he would be and if all others forsook Jesus, Peter would always be loyal.  Jesus had to say to him, “Simon, Simon…”  
This happened to be a really urgent message from the Lord, and He wanted to make sure that Abraham got the message.  
and he said, Here am I. 
Again ready to do the will of the Lord.  Abraham did not know that God was about to abort the sacrifice.  He could have been adding some refinement.  Abraham was ready for anything the Lord might require from him. 

You see, this is where Abraham was totally obedient to the Lord.  It was at this time that God completely ratified His promise to Abraham and Abraham became the Father of the faithful.  He did not stagger at the promise of God. He believed it even when it looked like it would never happen.  This is real faith.  When we hear from the Lord we need to continue to believe what he has said no matter what the circumstances may look like.  And it doesn’t matter how long the promise takes to come to pass.  If God has said it, then it is a done deal.  The manifestation is not the important thing, it is the believing what God has said.
And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 
Abraham had passed the test with top marks, with distinction, with honours.  It had been a severe test, but Abraham had shown no fear and had been very quick to obey.  Abraham would receive the reward of his son returned and so much more.

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 
Not a lamb, but a ram.  It was only a type of the Christ who was to come.  And the ram was crowned with thorns.  And Abraham had another vision: “And He saw it and was glad.” (John 8:56)
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 
The knife which would have killed Isaac is firstly used to cut the ram from the bush and then to kill the ram.  The ram is sacrificed in Isaac’s place.

And the Lamb of God was sacrificed in our stead.  The Word of God tells us He did it joyfully.  He was a cheerful giver.  It was His delight to do all He could to save us.

And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen. 
Jehovah-jireh = The Lord will provide.  We use that name in order to convince ourselves that the Lord wants to prosper us.  However, it is not really that name which guarantees that we will prosper.  It is the name of Jesus.  The name of Jesus is superior to all names including those Old Testament names given to the Lord Himself.  Just imagine when you get Jesus you get all of the Old Testament names including:
Jehovah-nissi: The One who fights for and protects us

Jehovah-shalom: The One who gives us peace for He is our peace

Jehovah-tsidkenu: The One who is our righteousness

Jehovah-makkadesh: The One who sets us into His family

Jehovah-rohi: The One who is our Shepherd and cares for us
Jehovah-rapha: The One who brings us healing 

Jehovah-shammah: The One who is here, there and everywhere
Jehovah-jireh: The One who provides all our needs
And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 
God had something very important for Abraham to hear.

And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
God was reinforcing what he had told Abraham previously.  “And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” (Genesis 15:5-6)

“And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.  And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee” (Genesis 17:6-7)
God’s promises are always said twice or more.  This is because they must come from the mouths of two or three witnesses.  

How sad it is for those nations who have cursed Israel.  They have put themselves under a curse because they should be blessing the chosen nation.  We should be praying for Israel on a regular basis, because we are to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, but we also need to be praying for Israel’s enemies because they are in big trouble with the Lord. To touch the apple of God’s eye is a terrible thing.
because thou hast obeyed my voice. 
The promises of God have conditions.  It is no good seeking the promises from a position of disobedience.  God requires obedience for His promises to come into operation.  Thank God that in spite of our disobedience Jesus was totally obedient and therefore we receive many of the promises in spite of ourselves.  I do not claim the promises of God in the light of my own obedience because it would be a waste of my time.  I look for them based on the obedience and victory of Jesus Christ.
So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 
They returned home.  But life would never be the same again.  Certainly not for Abraham and Isaac.  They had been involved with holy things that day.  They will have been living in high expectancy from that day forward.  Abraham even went on to father six more sons through his second wife Keturah.  When he had determined to make the sacrifice of Isaac he had received back Isaac and also the blessing of another family.
We were also involved on an altogether more holy day some two thousand years ago.  In God’s economy we were present at the cross of Calvary.  We died with Christ and rose again to newness of life.  Let us also live in high expectancy of great things in our lives.
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