DAVID AND JONATHAN

“Now it came about when he had finished speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as himself. And Saul took him that day and did not let him return to his father's house. Then Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armour, including his sword and his bow and his belt.” (1 Samuel 18:1-4)

The story of David and Jonathan is one of the most beautiful in the whole bible. Here we have a prince who was destined in the eyes of so many to be the next king of Israel put it behind him so that he could enter into covenant with the man he knew should be the next king. 

Jonathan was a brave man who had done many great exploits. Some unseen hand must have been preventing him from going to kill Goliath, because it is hard to believe that Jonathan was frightened of the giant. There is no way that such a man could have restrained himself from killing the giant unless the Holy Spirit, Himself, was stopping him. When Jonathan saw David do the deed he recognised a kindred spirit, a brave man who loved the Lord, and would not let His Name be insulted.

Jonathan developed a great respect for David during that first meeting so that from that time on Jonathan counted David as his soul mate. Jonathan suggests that they cut a covenant of undying or eternal friendship between them. 

Jonathan intended to mentor David originally. The difference in their ages was probably just over twenty years. (You can work this out if you look carefully at the scriptures). However, Jonathan soon learned that this was not necessary because the Lord had been mentoring the younger man. We need to be careful in our mentoring of younger people. Sometimes these young men and women have better characters than we do. They do not need their character messed up, but they do need to be shown how to minister effectively. There is a vast difference. I have known young people who have a greater spirituality than I do, and they also have a stronger anointing. My job has been to show them how to use that anointing. David had a stronger anointing than Jonathan because he had been anointed by the servant of God to be the next King. 

Soon these men were in covenant on an equal basis. 

When they cut the covenant we read that Jonathan gave David his armour (uniform) and his weapons. These gifts were a sign that Jonathan recognised that David was the heir to the throne and also Jonathan giving David his rank as a general in the army. Soon David was seen to be just that as he became the commander of a unit of men and saw a lot of action against the enemy, the Philistines. It reminds us that when we entered into covenant with Jesus that He put His uniform on us: His armour (Ephesians 6) and His robe of righteousness ((Isaiah 61). We are now anointed to do great exploits in our warfare against the world, the flesh and the devil.

“Now Saul told Jonathan his son and all his servants to put David to death. But Jonathan, Saul's son, greatly delighted in David. So Jonathan told David saying, "Saul my father is seeking to put you to death. Now therefore, please be on guard in the morning, and stay in a secret place and hide yourself. And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak with my father about you; if I find out anything, then I shall tell you." Then Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father, and said to him, "Do not let the king sin against his servant David, since he has not sinned against you, and since his deeds have been very beneficial to you. For he took his life in his hand and struck the Philistine, and the Lord brought about a great deliverance for all Israel; you saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood, by putting David to death without a cause?" And Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan, and Saul vowed, "As the Lord lives, he shall not be put to death." Then Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him all these words. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as formerly. (1 Samuel 19:1-7)

You have to admire Jonathan as you read this account. He’s the one who’s going to lose out if David becomes king, not Saul. Yet he never shows any jealousy or resentment. In fact, he comes across as a totally godly man, just like David, in fact, willing to give up his rights for the one that God has chosen and gifted for the kingship.

As a result, what happens as these few chapters develop is that a great friendship grows between Jonathan and David that transcends personal ambition and family circumstances. Jonathan may be the King’s son and David the probable usurper, but Jonathan can see in David the spirit of God at work and is more interested in that than in his own personal ambition. And in that he’s a great contrast to his father. How difficult it is for us to give up our personal, sometimes selfish ambitions. And yet if we do we will find far greater satisfaction in serving the Lord. He will give the joy that goes with being in the centre of His will. We can say with Jesus, “I delight to do thy will..”

We can also see that Saul, who was also a prophet of God, says that David “shall not be put to death.” Such a statement is sure and secure. Although Saul is far from God in so many ways we see that he is still able to speak truth even though he barely knows what he is doing. All through the rest of Saul’s life we see him seek to destroy David. He is obsessed with it. But it cannot happen because he has spoken the Word of the Lord. All of his attempts to kill David would be thwarted because God had made his life secure. 
Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and said to Jonathan, "What have I done? What is my iniquity? And what is my sin before your father, that he is seeking my life?"

And he said to him, "Far from it, you shall not die. Behold, my father does nothing either great or small without disclosing it to me. So why should my father hide this thing from me? It is not so!" Yet David vowed again, saying, "Your father knows well that I have found favour in your sight, and he has said, `Do not let Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved.' But truly as the Lord lives and as your soul lives, there is hardly a step between me and death." Then Jonathan said to David, "Whatever you say, I will do for you." (1 Samuel 20:1-4)

Jonathan had always sought to honour his father although he must have known that King Saul was not a decent man. He finds it difficult to believe that Saul was actually seeking to destroy David. However, his first obligation is now to his covenant with David. “Whatever you say, I will do.” 

The matter takes a further twist just the next day as Jonathan seeks to defend the position of David before Saul:

Then Saul's anger burned against Jonathan and he said to him, "You son of a perverse, rebellious woman! Do I not know that you are choosing the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of your mother's nakedness? For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Therefore now, send and bring him to me, for he must surely die." But Jonathan answered Saul his father and said to him, "Why should he be put to death? What has he done?" Then Saul hurled his spear at him to strike him down; so Jonathan knew that his father had decided to put David to death. Then Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did not eat food on the second day of the new moon, for he was grieved over David because his father had dishonoured him. Now it came about in the morning that Jonathan went out into the field for the appointment with David (1 Samuel 20:30-35)

Saul certainly knew how to insult his son. But notice the hypocrisy. He insults Jonathan’s mother and then talks of his son dishonouring her! (Such is the way of the proud.. everybody is else is wrong, but me!) Saul is determined that Jonathan is to be king after him even though he knows that it is not the will of God, and not even the will of Jonathan any longer. Saul reveals his true nature as he tries to kill Jonathan, himself, with a spear. The man was obviously deranged. As a result of this David has to leave the area and spends nigh on ten years on the run from King Saul. During that time he met with the king on two occasions, but after a very touching farewell he will never see his covenant brother again. 

At the last Jonathan dies in battle. How David would have liked to have been there. If he had he would certainly have gone to his rescue because his covenant with Jonathan demanded it. But it could not be. Jonathan died and David mourned. But what is interesting is that David also mourned for Saul. The King had once been something of a decent man. Pride had destroyed him as it will anybody. 

Then David chanted with this lament over Saul and Jonathan his son, and he told them to teach the sons of Judah the song of the bow; behold, it is written in the book of Jashar.

"Your beauty, O Israel, is slain on your high places Tell it not in Gath, O mountains of Gilboa, From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their life, O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, How have the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; How have the mighty fallen, (2 Samuel 1:17-27)

David’s grief is very real. He had expected his friend, Jonathan, to serve with him in the future but this great man had gone on to receive his reward from the King of kings. Perhaps it was for the best. If Jonathan had lived there would have been a lot of political squabbling, even more than there was. Even so his brother Ishbosheth became king over the eleven tribes. Imagine how it might have been if they had tried to make Jonathan king and he had stood aside in place of David. At that time the consequences could have been much worse than they actually were.

And for the next seventeen years David is concerned with the affairs of state. After he has become king of both Israel and Judah and has also subdued all the nations surrounding Israel he remembers his covenant with Jonathan. The story is found in 2 Samuel 9 and is worth looking at in some detail:

Then David said, "Is there yet anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?" 

The term “for Jonathan’s sake” is very important. It reminds us that God blesses us for Jesus sake. Some would say that we are blessed for our sake, but actually we are blessed because of the Abrahamic covenant. All who bless Abraham’s seed (Jesus) are blessed. So, because we have blessed Jesus, we in turn are blessed. And we are blessed because we are “in Jesus.” Isn’t that worth remembering, because it means that we will be able to believe for the blessings which God has promised, because they were given to Jesus. 

Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to David; and the king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" And he said, "I am your servant." And the king said, "Is there not yet anyone of the house of Saul to whom I may show the kindness of God?" And Ziba said to the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan who is crippled in both feet." So the king said to him, "Where is he?" And Ziba said to the king, "Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel in Lo-debar." 

Here is a man born in a palace and the one who had once been the heir-apparent now living in Lo-debar. He is living in a land flowing with milk and honey and yet the area he lives in is called “no pasture”. It is like so many believers who are frustrated with the lack of real spiritual food available to them. So many churches are not presenting the truths of the word of God with any power. With some the Word of God is so watered down that it has become totally ineffectual. We do not need to have self-improvement courses in our churches. The world offers such things and they do it better than we do. We need the riches of the word of God which will put us over as we put it into practice.

Then King David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 

Let us look at the situation from Mephibosheth’s position. This man has been brought up believing a lie. He has been told that David hates him. He believes that he is a threat to the King and that once David has settled the political and international problems that he will come and find Mephibosheth and kill him. For seventeen years this man has been sold a lie. He has been horribly deceived. He is actually expecting David to come along one day and kill him. And how many of us have been in the same boat. The devil’s propaganda is that God is angry and that He is difficult to please and He wants to destroy us. It is a total fabrication. God loves us. He wants to be the solution. He has never been the problem. 

And Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, came to David and fell on his face and prostrated himself.

Mephibosheth is fearful for his life. He actually believes that David is about to kill him. He knows that David is all powerful, but he knows nothing of the covenant which David had cut with Jonathan.

And David said, "Mephibosheth." And he said, "Here is your servant” And David said to him, "Do not fear, for I will surely show kindness to you for the sake of your father Jonathan, and will restore to you all the land of your grandfather Saul; and you shall eat at my table regularly." 

“For the sake of your father, Jonathan..” When Mephibosheth heard these words he must have had extreme mixed feelings. He would have been very excited because they are words which signify that his father was in covenant with David. He would have been angry because for all those years he had believed a lie. And looking up he would have seen further evidence of David’s attitude towards him. As David stood with his arms outstretched Mephibosheth would have seen the covenant scar on his arm. Likewise, as we look at Jesus we see the covenant scar on His hands.. the holes in His hands are that covenant scar.

Again he prostrated himself and said, "What is your servant, that you should regard a dead dog like me?" 

Mephibosheth is still on the defensive. He is saying that he could not be a threat to the King. Even if they took him by force and made him king just how long would he last? He would be easy meat for any manipulator, or worse, for any assassin. 

Then the king called Saul's servant Ziba, and said to him, "All that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to your master's grandson. And you and your sons and your servants shall cultivate the land for him, and you shall bring in the produce so that your master's grandson may have food; nevertheless Mephibosheth your master's grandson shall eat at my table regularly." 

The young man would be wealthy indeed. He would have his own property, but he would also live in the palace and live like a king. He would have all the benefits of being king without any of the responsibility. 

Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 

This reminds us of the angels which are available to minister for us in the spirit world.

Then Ziba said to the king, "According to all that my lord the king commands his servant so your servant will do." So Mephibosheth ate at David's table as one of the king's sons. And Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Mica. And all who lived in the house of Ziba were servants to Mephibosheth. So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate at the king's table regularly. Now he was lame in both feet. 

You can imagine others being very envious of Mephibosheth. He had done nothing to earn the blessings he was having. Others, especially those among the mighty men, might think that only those who had earned the right to be with the King should live well. But, that is what grace is all about. Only those who are in covenant with the King of kings will get all the benefits which are made available. 

We need to believe the truth of the word rather than the lies of the world. There are too many who believe falsity concerning the Lord. He is a good God. He is longing to bless His children. It is our responsibility to make ourselves available to those blessings.

