THE BLOOD COVENANT

Introduction

The Blood Covenant has to be the most exciting theme in the Bible. Without it we would all remain lost. God could not redeem mankind without the shedding of blood. His spoken Word is powerful enough to create the heavens and the earth, it is powerful enough to change world events, but by itself it cannot forgive sin. The power of sin is so great God needed to see justice done for sins to be forgiven. There had to be the giving of a life. The innocent had to pay the price for the guilty in order for salvation to come. 

These are the nine blood covenants:

(1) The Edenic Covenant. Made with Adam whose blood was shed in the creation of Eve.

This covenant was to do with Adam taking care of the earth in partnership with God. He was also given the additional partner Eve to work alongside as a “help”. Adam was promised dominion over the earth - “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. (Genesis 1:26-28)

(2) The Adamic Covenant. Made with Adam and Eve after sin and shedding blood of an animal

Man threw away the rights and privileges which God had given to him when he sinned in the Garden of Eden. He lost his dominion by handing it over to the devil. God needed access back into the world so He cut a new covenant with Adam in which He promised the Messiah would come through the seed of Eve and he would destroy the works of the wicked one. 

God did not curse man. He cursed the serpent, He cursed the ground, but God judged man. Man had already cursed himself. 

“And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:14-15)

When Jesus died on the cross his heel would have been severely bruised just as it is said here. However, in His suffering Jesus crushed the head, or destroyed the authority of Satan for those who will accept it. The first word “bruise” is actually crush. It is similar to the word used when we speak of “breaking the yoke.” When something is broken it can be repaired. However, when something is shattered, or “ground to powder” it is impossible to fix. The devil’s authority in our life has been made so. He cannot reclaim authority over any of us unless we choose it to be so.

(3) The Noahic Covenant Made with Noah after flood with rainbow as it’s sign

God represented Himself; Noah represented the entire human race. The ark is a type of Jesus Christ. Anybody in the ark is saved. Those outside are lost. 

(4) The Abrahamic Covenant. Made whilst Abraham slept

This covenant is ongoing in the lives of believers today. We truly are children of our Father Abraham by faith. He believed in God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness: we believe in God and it is reckoned to us as righteousness. The Great Exchange as recorded in 2 Corinthians 5:21 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”

(5) The Mosaic Covenant. The Ten Commandments.

Made on Mount Sinai it showed that man could not do that which was required. The Ten Commandments are now redundant because we live by the commandment to love God and love our neighbour. When we do we easily keep the ten commandments without the effort needed under the Law. On the day that the Law was given three thousand people died. On the day that the Holy Spirit was given as a result of Jesus’ succesful work at Calvary three thousand were born again.

(6) The Davidic Covenant. Made to promise David the perpetual rulership of Israel

It would appear that during the millenium that David, himself will again be King of Israel.

(7) The Palestinian Covenant. Israel would always have the Land

Many consider this to be part of the Davidic covenant. We know that Israel is God’s promised land and that they will face continued opposition from their neighbours. Our responsibility is to pray for the peace of Jerusalem which means that we are actually praying for the Second Coming to take place when the Prince who is Peace will enter Jerusalem and establish His throne.

(8) The New Covenant. The Cross of Calvary

Jesus began the work of establishing this covenant at the Last Supper. It was ratified in His blood. The partnership is entered into when the Holy Spirit takes up residence in the life of a new believer

(9) The Everlasting or Eternal Covenant. Between God and Jesus

The promise made to Jesus in eternity was for a bride purchased by His blood. Jesus had to be obedient to receive the promise.

 

Leviticus 17:10-14 For the life of the flesh is in the blood

Blood has nothing to do with death, but everything to do with life.

THE CUTTING OF THE COVENANT

Three reasons Protection

Equality

Love and devotion

Method Decide upon the terms. Words are spoken

Exchange gifts especially weapons etc. My life is your life

Exchange of clothes (uniform) Jonathan gave David his captain’s uniform

Cup of wine. One cup shared.

Blessing and curses announced

Sign or witness of the covenant (Cutting of wrist, circumcision etc)

Memorial or covenant meal (bread and wine)

Exchange of names (Abram to Abraham etc)

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BLOOD COVENANT

It is a contract with God. Written and signed with the blood of Jesus Christ.

Salvation is only understood through the Blood Covenant

John 14:6 I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

This is pictured by the Tabernacle.. The Way is the gate or the main entrance. The Truth leads into the inner court. The Life is the door into the Holy of Holies. So it is for us to move into the temple through Jesus, but once there we become the tabernacle of God.. we become the Way, the Truth, the Life!

David knew his covenant and as a result he could kill Goliath. Saul had forgotten his covenant with God. He should have killed Goliath but lost his courage.

Ephesians 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of his grace;

Only blood can set us free. We need the price to be paid. We cannot do it ourselves.. and nothing of this earth is satisfactory. (The only man made things in heaven are the scars on Jesus Christ).

Galatians 3:8, 14, 17 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.

That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.

Abraham’s offering of Isaac is completely connected to the Father’s offering of Jesus:

They were both prepared to give up their son. In God’s economy Abaraham did as God had instructed:

Hebrews 11:17-19 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.

(1) Abraham was obedient: worship and sacrifice are synonymous

(2) Isaac was a dead man for three days

(3) Isaac was probably 33 years of age

(4) Abraham had a vision of Jesus and the Cross (The Lord will provide Himself a lamb)

(5) Isaac was sacrificed on Mt Moriah which is Mt Calvary

(6) Abraham had a vision of Jesus crowned with thorns when he saw the ram in the thicket

Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

When Jesus dies - I died 

When He went into hell - I went into hell

When He rose from the dead - I rose from the dead

When He ascended- I ascended

He is seated on the throne - I am seated on the throne

He has authority before God - I have authority before God

He intercedes - I intercede

As He is so are we

EARLY BLOOD COVENANTS POINT TO THE NEW COVENANT

CAIN AND ABEL (Genesis 4:2-10) 

Cain offered the fruit of the ground (and the ground had been cursed)

Abel offered blood - He was OBEDIENT

He was obedient to his parents as well as obedient to God. This became a command later, but Abel was obedient because he LOVED.

Abel was a tither! (Not under law)

Abel’s sacrifice was more excellent (Hebrews 11:4)

Cain could have entered into a blood covenant (Genesis 4:6)

NOAH (Genesis 8:1-22)

Flood cleansed the land

Noah represented the entire human race. The promise is to all

It is a picture of the New Covenant which has been cut with the entire human race

It is not sin which sends you to hell, but whether you have received Jesus or not

Hebrews 6:13-20 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

God made the promise

God secures it in Himself

God makes an oath and it is impossible for Him to lie

You make an oath on the most important thing in your life. Or by the greatest thing in your life. There was nobody greater than God.

Children tend to sware on their mother’s life! (They can think of nothing greater)

We are heirs of the covenant

Galatians 3:29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise

Galatians 4:1-7 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; 

If you are ignorant of your covenant rights then you will live like a servant rather than like a son. A servant is always aware that his behaviour means that he is paid or not paid, employed or not employed etc. A son is a son without reference to his behaviour.

But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Abba = Daddy. Jesus called the Father Daddy right throughout His life and ministry, even after the resurrection.

Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

The Covenant is a binding cord in both testaments

The Old Testament written record 

Genesis 15:1-18

Abraham was put to sleep so that he would not interfere

He had nothing to offer God

Birds may be a picture of the devil trying to destroy the covenant before it begins

Circumcision became the sign of the covenant

God exchanged names with Abram

Genesis 17:1-15

Abraham’s descendants bound to God

God now has access into the earth - Satan was terrified of God having this access and this is why he attacked men of God like Abel, Joseph, Moses, David etc. He thought they might be the coming Messiah the One to whom God has dedicated Himself to in the Everlasting Covenant.

Gal 3:13-14 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

The covenant meal 

Matthew 26:6-30

THE LAST SUPPER

Seating arrangements: Judas guest of honour!

No empty chair- Jesus said John the Baptist had come in the spirit of Elijah

Youngest son or youngest male asks concerning the exodus- this did not happen

Animal skewered like a cross

Unfermented wine - unleavened bread

Judas! Covenant breaker (his greatest sin)

Jesus showed His equality by the washing of the feet

Singing of Psalms 115-118 (See Psalm 118:24)

DAVID AND JONATHAN - OUR GREAT EXAMPLE

Jonathan loves David as self (1 Samuel 18:1) 

They entered into covenant

As a result -

Jonathan warned David (1 Samuel 19:1-3) 

Jonathan intercedes for David (1 Samuel 19:4-6)

It meant -

It was stronger than natural blood

Jonathan sought to protect David

David remembered Jonathan and blessed Mephibosheth

As Mephibosheth was in Jonathan so we are in Christ. 

Jonathan was very different from the House of Saul as Jesus Christ was different to the rest of men

